CALIFORNIAN WINS US$400,000
Catalogue Value GIVEAWAY PRIZE

At the APS
_ AMER-
ISTAMP
EXPO on
> January
| B+ ||| 122008 John
|| -l Shedlock ‘s
) ' name was

eV g€y drawn out of
saasasaasaaaaaa.morethan half

a million en-
tries by Miss New Jersey in North Carolina
and he was flown all the way there to col-
lect his prize: the famous US 1918 24c Air
Mail error with Inverted Centre, one of
only 100 copies, absolutely free! Shedlock
said he would keep the prize for a few
years before selling it. (Since I've never
seen a straight-edged C3a before it will be
interesting to see how much it would fetch
at auction. Would readers like to hazard a
guess?)

This was the culmination of a year-long
promotion by STAMPWANTS President
and CEO Mark Rosenberg in which any
adult could take part online by registering
and submitting as many entries as one
liked limited to one a day on their website
with no obligation to buy. Membership
soared from 4,000 to 20,000 by year’s end,
a spokesman revealed.

As if that wasn't generous enough, even
the first Runner-Up was eligible for an-
other Giveaway Prize, which was a mint
set of 3 of the coveted US 1930 Zeppelins
that has a market value of $8,000 to
$10,000! His name is Michael Flanagan.
As far as | know there was no inkling there
would be such a sweet consolation prize
until the day of the draw.

The question now is: what will Mark

Rosenberg do for an encore? | believe he isaway pleased with a small selection with

planning another promotion already!
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STAMPING BEHIND THE
(FORMER) BAMBOO CURTAIN

A thousand apologies for the delay in get-
ting this month’s edition of the BUFFALO
out on time. | wish | could lay the blame

on the recent freezing weather in China for
delaying my recent return to Hong Kong
from Canton but the truth is the snow and
ice never reached that far south.

| travelled to Shamian, Guanggzhou some
40 miles away after hearing about the bus-
tling transient stamp business taking place
in a public park there, one of the 4 major
stamp markets (after Beijing, Shanghai

and Chengdu).

However, when | got there, nothing much
was happening , perhaps due to the time of
the year. | was directed instead to a com-
mercial complex not far away where there
were dozens of permanent stamp & coin
dealers on 2 levels of the mall there..
Naturally if you collected China there was
lots to see and do. Fortunately it was a
weekday and | was able to move around
with ease, checking out the display cases
filled with albums, boxes and trays of

loose stamps
and covers,
paper currency
and coins, arte-*
facts and stamp-
supplies. :

-
o

PUBLICATION OF THE
WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY
Western Canada's Oldest Stamp Cl

Website: www.wps.mb.ca

%

Several dealers
thought I had
brought stuff to
sell them and
were hoping for 1980 PRC LNY 8f Year
of the Monkey “T” Series that everyone
knows is a red-hot item worth 2000 yuan
at least.

I managed to find one tiny shop run by a
polite but savvy young lady pricing her
stamps from the latest catalogue listings
on her laptop screen. | asked to see some
early US & Hong Kong and did come

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
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interesting postmarks, shades and varieties
all for under CAN$10.00.

Price $1.00
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Post Cards |}

Buy e Sell eTrade

Call Ken @

(204) 489-2249
kards@mts.net {

Huome Wisiis Oiffice \Vislts
Sevwice at YOUR PLACE of convenience
vour “MOBILE LAW OFFICE™

Wm. B.K. Pocley B.A.. L LB
EAT Diorarirg Strem

Winnipsg, ME K3 2P
&; 783-1632 ﬂ
Lrauer, Malary Poblic
Dy Evenimg ard Weekend Appaindments Availabde

David E. Pritchard
Presidend

43 EHERE R ETREET WIMHIPE D = bE # ER A 1 W&

SELLCTEL T74-TAT74
ol-.l'. -||Llu|_ Maplicha
SRR wwwbardaluneralbome com Arociaion

Thursday —11am - 9pm
Friday —11am - 5pm

C by awed rmii LT Al o
diuiuay — i 1aiif = s

Donate your exiras now o a good cause.
All proceeds go to the W A. G.

MEMBERS'(Free) ADLETS

WANTED

Donations of Canada #8 & #10 pre-
paid envelopes for the WAG. PI con-
tact Bert Brady at 783-6846 to ar-
range collection. Thanks.

OFFERS ENTERTAINED

Canada 1999 Uncut Milennium Press
Sheet (Unitrade 1812ii) Cat Val $130

Framed. Make me an offer. Alf Brooks



EDITOR NOTES

BY AXEL OLSSON

2008 STAMP SHOW DATES ANNOUNCED

Members are reminded they have only two and arhaifths to
prepare their exhibits for the 2008 WPS STAMPSHQ\i¢
held at the Viscount Gort Hotel on the weekdfaly 2 — 4.If
you have questions contact Al Wingate who is Shdwai@nan.
(An exhibit workshop will be held by the WPS thigrielay Feb
17" at the Scandinavian Centre at 1.30pm for anyor® wh
could use a hand preparing and writing up his /digplays.)

WPS SPRING AUCTION

The WPS will hold its Spring Auction at the Scaradiian Cul-
tural Centre next month on the Ides of March, aiSiaty, com-
mencing at 10.00 o’clock. Viewing starts at 9.0Q dembers
of the public are welcome too. Interesting stamp=o&ers
worth $2 up are sought from members (Limit 10 lokark the
date on your calendaarch 15" 2008 Free Admission.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES SHOW

On SundayMarch 16" the Manitoba Antiques Assn will be
holding a Collectibles Show from 10.00 am to 4.@9 4t Ca-
nadinns Hotel, Polo Park with the usual $4 admisstwarge.

APS MEMBER WANTS TO SWAP

Mike Cherrington has loads of US and world stamu$ @overs
to exchange for your precancels and perfins ofstbied. His
handle ism_dtexas@suddenlink.n€tinderscore bet. m & d)

THANK YOU NOTE

The WPS Executive received thank you cards fronfahely
of our late Member Mike Goodmdrom his sister Annie and
his mother Irene for the Club’s help and supportrduMike’s
battle with cancer bravely fought.

PHOTOCORNERS IDEAL FOR COVERS
George Apps recommends getting photo corners famtig
covers on leaves from Dollarama (as well as shexegtors).

SPINK SHREVES ITALY SALE A BIG SUCCESS
A total of US$745,00Qexcl buyer’s premium) was realized at
the Edward M.Gilbert Sale of Italy &

Colonies held in New York on January

29th 2008.

The best price went to the highlight of the

auction: this Offices in China ovpt 1919 $2

on L5 Type Il (Sc #30a) sold for

US$41,60qincl premium) exceeding the

Scott value of US$34,500.

( Our thanks to Rick Penko for this.)

IS BIGGER BETTER?

Two of the world’s oldest stamp companies haveddiforces
to create one of the largest worldwide philateliction houses.
Based in the USViatthew Bennett Infwhich already owns
Harmers and Zurich Asia, together wahthur Maury Corpin
Europe plans to auction some of the rarest stamtigeiWorld
in a joint venture, beginning this year.

Since the beginning of 2000, MB has auctioned #teilous

SUN Collection of China Red Revenues; the Lafayattiec-
tion of superb US 1869s ( incl the unique 24c blaitk In-
verted Centre); the famous US St Louis Bears ciidiecthe 2c
Hawaiian Missionary; the US 1847 first US issubliocks on
cover, etc etc, to name a few.

EYE CANDY OR HANDY REFERENCE

If you're feeling bored and want to see some antaziouth-
watering rarities of the World without having toespl a cent
then you cannot do better than visit the websitROBERT
SIEGAL’S AUCTION GALLERIES at http://
siegalauctions.com/rarities.htm. Wonderful stuff!

It lists and illustrates all major items sold by with realiza-
tions, descriptions and colour scans by year béginh964 to
the present. It also boasts the only (free) digitahive (since
1998) of Siegal rarities lots available anywhere.

BELGIUM'S INVERTED RARITY

Continuing Norman William’s 1990 article on Philétel rage-
dies, this tale concerns a great oldtime dealel Aatgoulis
who was actually a specialist engineer but deadtamps part-
time. One hot day he bought a copy of Belgium 182Q(5)the
65 centimes black & claret picturing the town talTermonde,
printed by Eschede.

In those days a special plate was made for eattoptre de-
sign to be printed in each colour, and the paperpua through
the press twice.

At least one of those sheets had the paper turoezontally
180 degrees between the printing of the black hedlaret.
The result was that each stamp had its centreten/efhose
stamps (printed in sheets of 25) were difficulttome by and
Paul was happy to acquire a copy. He placed itsmpbcket-
book which he put in his jacket pocket.

Walking along the street,and the day being hot,gdalis took
off his jacket and carried it over his arm with thevitable
result that the pocketbook fell out before he @dihome.

He discovered his loss later and the stamp was mewevered
and he was never able to purchase another onesliedadied in
January 1990, aged 83.

AMERICAN LOSSES RECALLED

Famous stamp dealer & philatelic writer Herman "F&arst
also had similar stories to tell: one concerneeéaeat who had
bought a full mint sheet of the 15c¢ value US 18@Ri@bian
issue from well-known dealer Raymond H.Weill of N&ark.
He chose to go home via the underground duringusle hour,
and though he managed to find a seat, he feardtidaafety
of the stamps because of the way passengers waggngwnto
him. To ensure the stamps were not bent or damalged,
dealer decided to place the sheet behind him aghiedack-
rest, protecting the sheet with his body. He da#étut awoke
just as the train arrived at his destination. Hehéa out, com-
pletely forgetting about the treasure behind hinmai\hap-
pened to it he did not know. He reported the lodsast Prop-
erty but the sheet was never turned in, much tctrégrin.
Hearst also related the sad tale about a big ¢oflec classic
American covers to whom he sold a $300 item. Thevadzs
showing and freezing when he caught the bus fronad 42,
New York. He was so pleased with the purchase tleitout
to admire it and thought he put it back into hieast pocket,
but it dropped to the floor when he got up to géaad it was
trampled, soked and soiled when he returned fatet.

3/ February / The Buffalo



EBAY ACCUSED OF TRYING TO \ *
PULL THE WOOL OVER OUR

EYES

STAMPWANTS INC which recently gave away the C3a Air
Mail Invert has publicly told its subscribers thétile offering
to lower insertion fees by 20%, EBAY has actuatigreased
overall charges by as much as 40% wef Februah2p08.( |
hope our WPS VP Al Wingate will come forward td ted if
this is so, seeing that he gave a Talk at lastli@te WPS
Meeting on how to sell stamps on EBAY successfully.

It was reported in late January that the worldigést Internet
auctioneer, EBAY would cut fees in order to bo@ggng
sales performance and revive falling share pricashave
dipped by as much as 50% since 2004.The Gallerydama
free of charge henceforth. Sellers with poor tnagiords would
be eliminated and Paypal would be mandatory fonal sell-
ers. There will be unlimited protection for EBAYlises all
over the world and not just N America & Britain. y&urs who
repeatedly ignored Unpaid Reminders would alscelogored
by EBAY. It will no longer be necessary to haveritiomed
addresses” for EBAY purchases. Powersellers woetddp %
discount wef April 2008 and 15% off all Final Valtees.
Feedback performance would be based on the pretus
months only in future. And the number of bidderese can
block is increased fivefold to 5,000, spokesmath @dbb said.
More listing exposure will be offered.

EBAY’s CEO and President Meg Whitman steps dowthat
end of 10 years with the Company on MarcH &ibe replaced
by John Donahue but she’ll remain on the Board iofédors.
The new reckoning for any items selling under US825
EBAY will be subject to a new Final Value fee o78% in-
stead of the current 5.25%--an increase of 67%STeMP-
WANTS notice warned. Sellers will be paying 40% mafter
deducting the reduced insertion fee it said.

RATS!

Several countries issued stamps

in January 2008 to herald the

arrival of the Year of the Rat in

the Lunar calendar. Some of the

designs were quite attractive but

personally | liked the Canada

issue least of all. (The mailman

seemed to agree when he can-

celled my stamp with a ballpoint

pen.) How the design got past

the Canada Post Stamp Advi-

sory C'tee amazes me no end.

(Perhaps Robin Harris can tell us if we'll haveetwlure an-
other series like that beginning next year and tdrethere will
be a reduction of superfluous issues as he hirhaelthoped.)

PHILATELIC HUMOUR

A blonde stops at her post office for some staropsadil her
Christmas cards. When she asks the clerk for 509@tamps,
the man asks her, "What denominations would yoe, INiss?”
The blonde says "Heavens above! Has it come t@ 2l
right then, give me 6 Catholic, 12 Presbyterianisytheran, 11
Orthodox and 12 Baptist stamps, please.”

DEMAND FOR CHINA CONTINUES UNABATED

Hong Kong has been playing host to overseas aubtioses
since the early seventies and STANLEY GIBBONS wiiess f
to auction stamps in the former British Colony 87 5.
SOTHEBY'S and CHRISTIE’S wasted little time followg
suit but their forte lay in rare antiques, artwarid jewellery,
(They did also sell rare postage stamps, whichydweemed
like a poor relative in terms of total realizatigns

Now with the booming economy in China even postage
stamps are becoming big time. Last month in Hongd<a
block of 6 of the ever-popular 3c Red Revenue stapuy-
licly offered by SPINK of London, fetched an assiring
HK$5.29 million(CAN$700,00Q0n January 28 shattering
theworld record for a single China stamp iteaactioned.

The successful bidder did not even turn up at tie, prefer-
ring to remain anonymous by placing his bids bynghdut
SPINK did afterwards reveal it was “an Asian collec

tor” (Surprise!).The block was found, along withodmer
block, tucked away in the back of an old albumRINK’s
London offices in 2007!0bviously the owner did kabw its
true value!

For those who are not familiar with this item, 8tamps were
among the first batch to be issued immediately dfte then
Qing government (aka Ching Dynasty) scrapped tteot-
rency system (units of silver) in favour of dollansd cents in
1897. Because the launch of the currency policynwalsed,
these stamps, which were to have been overprintddgan,
were surcharged locally in China on stock prepéoedeve-
nue use and many flaws and varieties exist thdilerthem to
be plated. (Our thanks to Rick Penko for this.)

FAMOUS PHILATELIST

The late US President F.D. Roosevelt was an apilelatelist
whose stamps helped him overcome his physical itz
Stricken with infantile paralysis when a young mamring
his arduous life, President Roosevelt frequentlged to his
stamp collection to take his mind away from thenghiat was
racking his body.

“I love stamp collecting: it dispels boredom, egks our vi-
sion, broadens our knowledge and in innumerablesviag
enriched my life. | can almost say that | owe nfig to my
hobbies, especially stamp collecting,” he was qlistying.
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(Cont'd) The value of his stamps to President Reelsevas
illustrated by Harley Williams in his book,"The Caquest of
Fear”.

It was said that Roosevelt even carried his stamighshim to
all his international conferences.

JAMES BOND IMMORTAL-
ISED ON BRITISH STAMPS

You may have heard about the

recent issue in January of a set

of 6 stamps by Royal Mail com-
memorating the centenary of the

birth of the creator of 0Q7an

Fleming.

Here is a Sean Connery loo-

kalike with the issue promoting

his many famous works (Dr No,

Casino Royale, From Russia with Love, etc)

MORE ON THE CANADA 1851 12d IMPERFORATE IS-
SUE

Last month there was an article entitted GONE WITHQA
TRACE in the BUFFALO but not much background infeesm
tion was given about the stamp itself. From ththawtative
Bertram Poole’s excellent handbook (1916)on “Thengts of
Canada” | found out a lot more. Here | quote:-

“The 12d value as every collector knows is a vargistamp.
Even had the full supply of 51,000 stamps, receindtie first
and only consignment from the manufacturers on Mgy
1851, been issued, it would have been a rare yaBeit as a
matter of fact, the greater portion of the consignt(49,900)
was ordered destroyed and only 1,510 were actissiyed”.
Just 100 copies exist today, according to an articiCSN. Two
full proof sheets are known.

First issued on June 141851,with the post office in Hamilton,
ON getting the lion’s share of 20% of the 1,510jlevfioronto,
Ottawa and Montreal each received 200 respectateigter
dates. Montreal was issued with another 100 cdptesn

1854, making a total of 1000 copies between thema. rést
were distributed among smaller offices within Omawith
some getting as few as 15 stamps. None of the ptbheinces
received any at all because they did not exist yet.

It would seem to be a mystery as to why such astaas ever
ordered, since only a few hundred were actuallgt sokr a
period of 3 to 4 years forcing the post office iscdntinue its
use in 1855. Actually the 12d black was intendeohéet the

postage rate to England, according to Poole, arsdawaually
used for a time. Then the postage was reducedd@Ai@ the
stamp fell out of favour.

Perhaps there is still a chance of used copieadnrf in Brit-
ain if that is the case. Hence used specimensdf#nada 12d
stamp are of the highest scarcity because hargigremeven
knew of its existence, much less used any.

( If you'll recall the Norman Williams article irhe last BUF-
FALO, it actually mentioned COVERS bearing the bfatk.
What a tragedy indeed if they were accidentallyrdgsd
through carelessness!)

At the SOTHEBY Sale of the Sir Gawaine Baillie’s BNol-
lection conducted in New York on May "1@006 which
fetched over CAN$5 million, the best price was faida sin-
gle 12d black fotJS$224,250including buyer’s premium.
That's almost DOUBLE the pre-Sale estimate and lveagght
by a Canadian private collector. {Can anyone talwiy there
is a laid paper(1851)and a wove paper(1852)assaciaith
this issue if there was just the one consignment?}

Next time I'll tell you WHY the denomination of thistamp
was “12 Pence” instead of One Shilling, unless giveady
know the answer. Drop me a line if you have otledated in-
formation!

WINDFALL FOR NEW TENANT

A seller | purchased from online weeks ago toldsime found
over50,000abandoned stamps in the New York house she re-
cently moved into left behind by the family (of actased

dealer who ran a stamp business in the 1930’s)wldmb fur-
ther use for them.

The US & all World accumulation consisted of botimnhand
used starting from the 1800s up to the 1930’s,leith many
heavily duplicated in neat bundles that might bedarting.
Although not a collector herself she has been Iegrthe ropes
and getting organized, disposing of the stampsnallsgroups,
she said. Guess she’s got her work all cut out.

SPINK SHREVES TO BREAK UP OUTSTANDING
BOLIVIA COLLECTION IN MARCH

SPINK SHREVES GALLERIES have really scored a major
coup over the competition this time in getting dealthy Ortiz
-Patino family to let them auction off this magaoént collec-
tion of Bolivia after it had sworn never to parthvit, according
to a well-placed source.

The finest and most comprehensive collection ahggand
postal history of Bolivia ever formed, it was paaisngly built
over a 35-year period and passed down from fathson; it
goes on the block on Marcl{'52008 containing virtually all of
the greatest known rarities of this South Americauntry,
many of which have never appeared at auction befalear-
eas of Bolivian philately are extensively coveredtstanding
stampless covers, the finest Condor issues evereafin a
single auction, foreign post offices in Boliviar aiails, postal
history and revenues, making it a once-in-a-lifetiopportunity
for the discerning specialist of Latin America dodworld
rarities..
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| recently attended a postcard show in San Frangdittought our

members might like to hear of my experiences.
| recently decamped Winterpeg for what | though$ wannier

climes to attend a picture postcard show in Sandisao. Unfortu-
nately northern California in January is cold aadng. The prox-

imity of the ocean cools everything.

However, the 2 day show was small by US standditds.material

made the trip worthwhile. Approximately 150 tabketh dealers
like our show taking multiple tables. The largeldesacame with
approximately 60 to 75,000 postcards. They had napigs as

well as US by state and county. Disney is big itif@aia as you

Since then most Canadian stamps appear
to have the © date mark, a handy way to
sort a stamp to year and thereby help to
find it in the catalog. The dates can rarely
be seen with a regular magnifying glass
but are usually visible with a 10x lens.

The stamp designers don’'t make it eas

for you; the dates are often cunninglyAis-
guised into the stamp design. For ekample
on the recently issued (Dec.27, 2007) sou-
venir sheet of orchid definitives the © date
is easily seen with a hand lens on the
PERMANENT stamp on the left side of
the sheet, clearly printed in black ink on

can appreciate. But railroads, scenes, peoplehips ® mention a the white paper at the lower edge of the
few were also popular. The other big interest wasep or ephem- Stamp. But the other three stamps on the

era. This included covers (envelopes), railroactahles, calen-
dars, prints, matchbox covers, menus, ship-reloagedr items,
maps, and a whole host of other items. Being ptyzér life was
to be short-lived. However, because of our desir@ctumulate
this postal and commercial paper side of our hysitosurvives to
be enjoyed. Today’s generations are collectingombt postcards
sent by lovers or husbands from the trenches ludrtiging blot-
ters and a myriad of other products.

The postcard scene recently received a boost Wrark Warren
asked people to send him a postcard stating theérmost

secrets that they have never ever told anyone.briigs back the
postcards early beginnings as the cell phone afays He received

over 200,000 postcards. It should also be mentitweckceived
1,000,000 emails. His work is travelling world wideis getting
rave reviews and was actually here at the Winnjed@sallery
until Feb.10. Hope members got to see it.

%% &% %
‘s

' % "

sheet also have a tiny © date printed in greerhenaller leaf
of the plant.

Even with my 10X lens | could not see the © datd¢tmnYear
of the Rat stamp (Jan.8, 2008) but the microscepealed it on
the top of the parasol handle of the 52¢ and ds fabt on the
$1.60 stamp. In both cases the © date is onlygulias a pale
area dropped out of the darker colour of the stantptherefore
quite pale and difficult to see.

A few years ago | was lucky to find a compound wicope at the ( Marjorie is quite right about the difficulty irpstting the date.

University of Manitoba garage sale which | bougfdr(a bargain
$5) for studying insects but recently | have besingito look at

stamps instead. Everything appears more intereati2g@X power

magnification!

| was looking at the Canada 1974 Christmas Natistigynp (#650)

in hope of finding the “red tear on blue skirt” \&y when | no-
ticed, on the lower left corner of the red-dresangdel, the copy-
right mark and year date: ©1974. When | searchbdrattamps

for this mark | found the © date on all the 197dngps but nothing

earlier. So | conclude that the 8¢ Swimming starinine blue
“Keep Fit” Summer Sport series (#629) is the fatstmp to bear
this mark.

/'

Even with a good magnifying glass | could not méiem out
on the above Souvenir Sheet, scan supplied by yauys Ed.)

One of the few cases where the ©date is mentiaméuki UNI-
TRADE catalogue is on # 723a. The ©1978 becomesauhs
ber on the car’s license plate. But what about pt&#237? It
has a date, © 1977, hidden in the buildings oréfieside of
the “street”, to the right of the grain elevatohi§'is the only
case | have found where the © date doesooespond with
the date of issue, July 6, 1978.

| looked at the stamps from a few other countrmiesee if they
also displayed a © date. The closest | found watsBrstamps
which use date ©. This is printed in the margirs@fe recent
British stamps but does not seem to be ubiquitofesind dates
on stamps from several other countries includind\@8d Ger-
many but without the copyright mark. | would beeirgsted to
hear from other readers on the subject.

By the way, | never did find any classic “red tearblue skirt”
variety examples but several other interestingtiprgnerrors
were visible with my little microscope.

(The WPS Executive offers condolences to Marjondhe
recent loss of her mother early this month. RIP)
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In November 2006 and again in November 2007 Brifiskt
issued souvenir sheets, “Lest We Forget,” in horodiuwo
battles of World War I. 1 am not a collector olsenir
sheets, and many collectors see them as unnecessagans
for taking money from collectors. But on the basislesign

| like these two and | am prepared to add themyaallec-
tion.

The Battle of the Somme, 1916

This massive British offensive began on July 1,61 Git-
tempting to break through the German lines alo4g &m
front north and south of the River Somme. One psepgas
to draw German forces away from Verdun, where tleaéh
were experiencing huge losses; when the battlengroua
halt in November the losses were greater than Rrimsses
at Verdun: more than one million casualties, twordead
for every centimetre gained.

July I sees the celebration of Canada’s birthday, bieivw-
foundland the day is remembered for another rea3te.
Newfoundland Regiment advanced down an exposee slop
towards No Man’s Land that morning into heavy Garma
fire; when it was over 710 were killed, woundedissing.
The roll call next morning had 68 men on parade.

| have been to the Somme. One of the most moviegoni-
als is a statue of the Newfoundland caribou in Breant
Hamel Memorial Park.

The souvenir sheet of 2006 has five stamps, fowhith are
British regionals. The striking one shows poppiestems of
barbed wire.

The Battle of Passchendaele, 1917

"l died in Hell

(they called it Passchendaele); my wound wghts|

and | was hobbling back; and then a shell

burst slick upon the duckboards; so | fell

into the bottomless mud, and lost the light'Siegfried
Sassoon

The battle was fought for control of the villageRdsschen-
daele near the town of Ypres in West Flanders, iBelg
Passchendaele has become synonymous with the roisery
fighting in thick mud. Most of the battle took p&aon largely
reclaimed marshland, swampy even without rain. &te
tremely heavy preparatory bombardment by the Briiise
up the surface of the land, and heavy rain fromusagn-
wards produced an impassable terrain of deep tiquid",

in which an unknown number of soldiers drowned.

After three months of fierce fighting the Canad@orps took
Passchendaele on 6 November 1917, ending the,laitle
the Allies had sustained almost half a million cdg8es. The
major German offensive of 1918 regained almostfathe
ground taken by the Allies at Passchendaele, Wwi#hzer-
mans advancing about 6 miles. Every inch of gro(timait
had cost 450,000 casualties and 5 months to takeed in
the offensive was lost to the Germans in a spaabaofit
three days.

In Ypres, on an arch known as the Menin Gate aneedathe
names of 54,896 officers and men who died in thee¥(sali-
ent area and who have no known graves. It was fthatdhe
Menin Gate, immense though it is, was not largaughdo
hold the names of all the missing. The names afthér
34,984 of the missing are recorded on carved patdlgne
Cot Cemetery, on the slopes just below Passchendael

Every night of the year, without exception, poli@mntlose
the road through the Gate to traffic at 8.00 p.na then
stand at the salute while buglers from the Ypres Brigade
play "The Last Post". This occurs whatever the hveaand
there is always someone there to watch. | was ihet889.

During World War Il while Belgium was occupied ket
Germans there was no ceremony; the first day i 194t
the town was freed, the ceremony was carried aaihag

The souvenir sheet of 2007 also has five stamps,db
which are British regionals. The fifth stamp istpat a
poppy blossom. Look closely at it; the top of biack center
is silhouettes of helmeted soldiers.

( Many thanks to Alf Brooks for this moving backgral
account of these two handsome British souvenirtshes
minding us once again that war is indeed a tertiialgedy
that should be avoided at all cost.—Ed.)
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ADDRESS

City RAVINCE
PosTAL CobE EMAIL
PHONE

COLLECTING INTERESTS

RGULAR @ $35.00
BNIOR @ $25.00
UNIOR / SPOUSE@ $20.00
( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00ADMISSION FEE)
IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY MEMBER
WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASEPASSTHIS APPLI-

CATION FORMON TO THEM. WE WILL SUPPLYYOU WITH A
REPLACEMENT BUFFALO. THANK YOU!

WELLCOME!
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