
1 / April / The Buffalo 

 

���
���

���
	


���
���

���
	


���
���

���
	


���
���

���
	


�

   April — 2008 
Volume XLV, No. 08 

PUBLICATION OF THE 
WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Western Canada's Oldest Stamp Club 

Website: www.wps.mb.ca 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
 
    STAMPSHOW ’08 Info         1  

    Member's Adlets     2 

 Editor Notes          3

 Articles                          4,5                       

    Minutes,Application form 6 

 

     Price $1.00 

 

CANADA TO ISSUE FIRST BRAILLE 
STAMP THIS MONTH 

Canada Post is issuing a single domestic 
rate stamp on Monday April 21st to com-
memorate the 
Centenary of the 
Montreal Assn of 
the Blind. The 
stamp will have 
the denomination 
in both normal 
font as well as in Braille with the design 
featuring a seeing eye dog, size 38 x 27 
mm. It’s the first time Canada will have 
issued a postage stamp with this feature. 
Three and a half million stamps in book-
lets of 10 have been printed, according to 
Canada Post’s DETAILS Magazine.. 

Seeing eye dogs were first introduced in 
1916 to help rehabilitate returning soldiers 
who had been blinded by poisonous mus-
tard gas used in WWI. Only a few breeds 
are suitable to fill the role of a guide dog, 
and these are: German Shepherds, Golden 
Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers. Such 
dogs are usually retired at the age of 10 
(That’s 70 dog years).  

This is Luke the Golden Retriever featured 
here on the FDC and on the stamp. A total 
of 23,000 FDCs were ordered. Our thanks 
to Canada Post for supplying the above 
data. 

 

STAMPSHOW ‘08 UP AND RUNNING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The biggest annual event of the Winnipeg 
Philatelic Society will take place in just under a 
month from now at the Viscount Gort Hotel at 
1670 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg on May 2-4. 
STAMPSHOW ‘08 is expected to have 50 
frames of exciting exhibits, a Bourse with over 
ten dealers, BNAPS & SCC Seminars, a Youth 
Group area, plus an annual Show Souvenir 
cover and cancellation. 
As can be seen from the Show Poster, the 
Theme of this year’s Show is the 400th Anni-
versary of Quebec City. 
Opening hours of the Show will be from 1.00 
o’clock on Friday May 2nd until 8.00 pm; On 
Saturday the  doors will open from 10.00am to 
6.00pm. On Sunday May 4th from 10.00am to 
4.00pm. 
There  will be a daily Admission Fee of $2. 
A Special Show Programme is being prepared   
with advertising space available for sale at $10 
for a business-card sized ad. Please contact 
Judy or Mike Z soon to reserve your ad space. 
 
Posters and bookmarks are available free of 
charge to Members at both April WPS Meet-
ings to take away and distribute as they see fit, 
at schools & church notice boards, at supermar-
kets and malls, 7-11 stores, etc. but be sure you 
obtain permission first. Bookmarks may be 
dropped off at local post offices and libraries. 
Show volunteers are needed to perform security 
duties, staff the Reception desk, help set up the 
exhibition frames & display items, and other 
useful services. Please contact Bill Pooley to 
sign up if you can lend a helping hand. Thanks. 
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RED RIVER  
STAMP BOURSE 

BEST WESTERN  
CHARTERHOUSE HOTEL  

330 YORK AVENUE 

SUNDAY ,APRIL  13TH  
10:00AM  - 4:00PM 

MEMBERS' ADLETS 

Post  Car ds
Buy •  Sel l  •  Tr ade

Cal l  Ken 

(204) 489-2249
kar ds escape.ca

@

@kards@mts.net 

Buffalo Advertising Rates 
  -1/10 page 
(Approximately 2 1/4” x 2 3/4”) @ $30 pa 
Members’ Adlets 
· up to 30 words 
· (average of 5 characters per word) 
· 1 issue—   $1.00 
· 5 issues— $2.00 
      10 issues—$3.00 
Terms of Payment 
- payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Society    
in a single payment at time of agreement. 
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Post Cards 
 
 

Call Ken @ 
(204) 489-2249 

kards@mts.net 

Buy Sell Trade 
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Club News 
 
 
 
MARCH 20th PRESENTATION  
Some 35 members turned up for the Presentation last month 
given by Circle Design founder Robert Peters, whose company 
was responsible for several recent Canadian stamp designs. 
They produced artwork of some of those stamp designs and 
generously gave the WPS 3 signed prizes for door draws, one 
of which was saved for the April 2008 WPS Auction today. 
 
YOUTH CLUB MEETINGS  
The WPS Youth Club will be meeting on these Saturdays at 
1.00—2.30pm, usual place at St Luke’s Anglican Church, 130 
Nassau St N at Stradbrook, Wpg, where free parking will be 
available on the north side. 
April 5th  -  Types of Stamps 
         19th -  Youth Exhibits 
May 10th -  Last Youth Meeting for the current year 
                   (Party and STAMPSHOW’08 Awards presentation) 
 
MIKE GOODMAN’S GENEROUS GIFT TO US 
Our recently departed WPS Member Mike Goodman had barely  
a year to live when he was diagnosed with stomach cancer. 
Though he was in agony he bravely faced each day  without 
self-pity, living life to the fullest. And though he was single he 
was well-loved and supported by his mother Irene, sister Annie 
and a brother right up to last October when he died in St Boni-
face Hospital, Winnipeg. 
Now we are told that Mike had planned to give back to the 
hobby that gave him so much pleasure by leaving a bequest to 
the Club & to its Youth Group that would be a gift that contin-
ues to give, like a bursery. 
Details are sketchy at the moment but more will be revealed 
later by the Executive Committee. 
Meantime I should like to publish the very moving words by his 
dear sister & mother to the WPS soon after Mike Goodman’s 
wake.. 

Annie's Letter: "Dear All at WPS. On behalf of my brother 
Mike and our family, I thank you for your kindness and con-
cern throughout Mike's illness. Mike did a tremendous job 
of fighting his illness and the support of friends gave him 
the drive to keep on trying as long as possible. He was 
grateful for all the support you all sent his way. Rides, 
cards, calls, visits, prayers. In spite of the sad reason sur-
rounding my visits to Winnipeg, I am fortunate to have 
some good memories to cherish of visits with Mike this last 
year, time spent one-on-one, and time spent with Mike and 
his friends, who all made me feel so at home. Thank you 
and best wishes to all of you. Annie Goodman."    

Irene's Letter: "To all the members of the Winnipeg Phila-
telic Society. I am writing to thank you, from our family, for 
your kindness to my son, Michael, during his long battle 
with cancer over the past year. All the visits & rides given 
to Mike to Stamp Club Meetings, were truly appreciated by 
him and all of us. We thank you for the lovely flowers sent 
to Michael's Memorial Service held at the Fort Garry Le-
gion Branch. Your cards, thoughtful expressions of sympa-
thy all helped to lessen our loss at this sad time. We sin-
cerely thank you, Irene Goodman."  

POSTMAN WITH HEART OF GOLD 
The late Mike Goodman’s generosity to his fellow men brings 
to mind another benevolent soul who was a Winnipeg postal 
worker named Maurice (Moe) Kowalson who passed away at 
the ripe old age of 90 a couple of years ago. 
The Free Press reported that he had bequeathed a staggering 
$575,000 to 4 different charitable organizations all devoted to 
helping little children — who meant the most to him. 
Kowalson grew up in a poor family during the Great Depres-
sion, served in the Canadian Postal Corps becoming Superin-
tendent of the Postal Carriers when he returned to civilian life. 
He was described by friends as a very private individual who 
worked hard, saved  every penny and loved children because he 
had nothing else, being a long-time widower. 
His generous donation gave about 750 kids of Kid-Sport Mani-
toba a chance to play sport for 2 years; yet another donation 
made a big difference in child health because of Kowalson’s 
largesse to the Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
 
WHY WE SHOULD FULLY SUPPORT STAMPSHOW’08 
Although preparing your exhibits for display can involve a lot 
of planning and research, the end result of seeing your efforts 
bear fruit can be most satisfying, especially if they win an 
award or two and earn compliments from your peers. Exhibits 
can be simple or complex as you like, depending on one’s time 
and budget. Will you opt to go off the beaten track and show 
something no one else has shown before or will you decide to 
play it safe and go traditional? The choice is up to the individ-
ual, but if you need to score high points to win a medal then 
you need to invest more in postal history and large multiples to 
enhance your exhibit. Condition is paramount. Viewing exhibits 
of other members and attending judging critiques can be a big 
help to improving one’s knowledge and presentation. Be pre-
pared to take notes, especially at the BNAPS & SCC seminars. 
 
( One thing I can’t understand though is the precaution taken by 
Show organizers to shield the names of the exhibitors for secu-
rity reasons, they say, but it also prevents budding collectors 
from discussing  the exhibits with the owners if they remain 
anonymous. Some exhibitors may also feel slighted even if they 
win a Gold medal but no one even knows who they are. What 
do members think? Should exhibitors have the last say?) 
 
Shows are great stamping grounds thanks to the many different 
dealers from other provinces as well with whom you can trade 
your surplus material as well as browse through their extensive 
stocks while renewing friendships & acquaintances not just 
with the dealers but also with all the other visitors at the Show. 
And you may well come across that hard-to-find item that 
you’ve been looking for so long to complete your collection at a 
fraction of what it should be worth. All part of the fun. 
I looked up the CSN website and saw how very strong stamp 
collectors are in much of the east coast as well as in Vancouver 
in terms of current stamp exhibitions but ours is just the one in 
MB, so we really need to appreciate what we have and do all 
we can to make STAMPSHOW’08 a success. 
 
STANLEY GIBBONS’ GB CONCISE OUT SHORTLY  
SG is releasing the GB Concise 2008 Ed on April 28 pts@stg25 
that includes a free new reprint of R.G.Hyde’s GB Numbers 
Issues (1840-1910) which alone is being sold @ stg8.00. 
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A few swift kicks around the mailroom render the parcel(s) 
‘damaged’, and as such, Canada Customs officials will not 
touch the parcel until Canada Post employees have repaired it 
or placed it in a large plastic bag marked ’Damaged In Tran-
sit’. They are then supposed to hand it back to Canada Cus-
toms for assessment of GST and to have the necessary docu-
mentation attached to the outside. 
 
“Instead, the parcel is diverted to the domestic mail stream, 
and arrive at the destination without benefit of tax collection. 
Four of my well-documented parcels arrived exactly that way, 
sans stamps, damaged but without tax assessment at all. 
 
“Canada Post was utterly uninterested in my complaints. And 
Canada Customs did not want to ’rock the boat’ of their col-
leagues back east., and my MP was given the major runa-
round by CP and the Minister responsible. 
 
“A few years ago I took advantage of a trip to Hong Kong and 
prepared a dozen large envelopes with a variety of nice Hong 
Kong stamps and mailed them all to myself in Vancouver by 
Registered Mail. The clerk at the main Hong Kong PO ap-
plied neat cancels to all the items with a clean steel hammer, 
but when they arrived in Vancouver,—guess what—some 
jealous postal sorter positioned a large ‘Registered’ label so 
that it contacted each and every stamp! I was truly stunned! 
 
“While it has been known for a domestic letter to be delivered 
within the city within 24 hours, 4 days is average, and one has 
to allow a week for a normal 1st class letter to cross the coun-
try. As a result of all of the above, Canada Post is fast slipping 
away into history. Most people I know prefer paying their 
bills at their local bank or are automatically debited to bank 
accounts, and many industries have their own courier/mail 
systems — the banking, automobile & travel industries are 3 
that come to mind. 
 
“Fax machines, computer e-mails and private courier systems 
look after much of the rest. It’s only at Xmas that one sees 
any actual personally addressed and stamped mail come 
through the mailbox. The rest is mainly unaddressed junk 
mail. 
 
“Most people think less and less about Canada Post, as it now 
rarely touches their lives. Unfortunately as I’m a stamp col-
lector, I worry about the long-term health of the hobby. 
If Canada Post falls further into disrepute and disuse, I’m very 
concerned that philately will also wither on the vine. 
 
“So please do the hobby a favour and fight back! In Canada I 
suspect we may be beyond hope, but really aggressive steps 
by the philatelic bodies and the trade media might yet stamp 
out this wasting disease, which may well prove fatal if not 
treated early.” 
           Sd  Peter N. Waitt of North Vancouver, BC 
(Any comments from readers with similar experiences?-Ed) 

STAMP TONGS FOR DUMMIES? 
I happened across an item of interest being offered on STAMP-
WANTS.com priced @ only US$0.50c. It’s actually a clever 
idea to help those who have butterfingers when using their 
stamp tongs. Consisting of  a rubber grip that attaches to the 
ribbed areas of your metal tongs by means of a peelable self-
stick adhesive, it’s designed to prevent any more slips between 
the stamp and the tongs.Why didn’t someone think of it before? 

THE 2007/08 CANADA FLOWER SERIES DEFINITIVES  
                    (Article by WPS Member Bill Voort) 
“Canada Post is continuing to send different definitive stamps 
in its Quarterly Packs than what is available at postal counters. 
They have been doing that since the first floral issue in 
2004/05.I thought it might be interesting to review the new Flo-
ral Definitives issued on 27 Dec 07. It appears that there are at 
least 24 varieties of the four different stamps issued. 
  
“The original issue of the P-stamp, the 96 cents, the $1.15 and 
the $1.60 came in coil form with a die-cut perforation of 9. 
These four stamps each have two varieties with a peak or a val-
ley at the top left, giving eight different varieties. At the same 
time booklets were issued for the three higher values with a kiss
-cut perforation (imperforate) adding three more combinations. 
The souvenir sheet with all four stamps on it with a perforation 
of 13 ½ completed the original issue giving us 15 different 
stamps. 
 
“In early 2008 the large roll of coil P-stamps was issued. This 
roll has the stamps mounted sideways and separated approxi-
mately 2 ½ mm from each other on the backing paper. The sin-
gle of this stamp was included in the Jan-Mar Quarterly Pack 
on its backing paper. It also has a die-cut perforation of  9 so it 
can be argued that it is the same stamp as the original coil P-
stamp. I have not seen any peak and valley differences in the 
small sample I have seen (the ones I have seen are peaks). 
Also included in the Quarterly Pack were the four original is-
sues but on thicker paper and with a die-cut perforation of  6 ¾. 
These four stamps also have the peak and valley types making 
up the final eight varieties for a total of 24. 
“Happy collecting!” 
 
BAD OLD DAYS OF CANADA POST 
An old philatelic phriend of mine wrote to the PHILATELIC 
EXPORTER 12 years ago thus: 
 
“The first sign of the onset of CPS (Canada Post Syndrome) is 
the lack of clean steel cds hammers for registered mail. In the 
Greater Vancouver area we have to be content with a smudgy 
roller or an even smudgier large oblong rubber stamp canceller. 
Secondly, registration counters at main Post Offices no longer 
sell stamps--if you don’t bring any with you,  be prepared for an 
adhesive post-paid label instead. 
“Stamps affixed on overseas parcels magically ’disappear’ be-
fore delivery, and those originating in Europe which arrive at 
Montreal or Toronto are subjected to a search & destroy tech-
nique involving the theft of stamps affixed on the parcels. Four 
of mine had over $100 or more worth of beautifully-cancelled 
high-value commemoratives in polybag protectors pilfered.  
“According to a Canadian customs official in Vancouver I 
know,CP employees have a unique technique to accomplish this 
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BUFFALO 
CHIPS 

by Alf Brooks 

THE SCANDINAVIANS—DOING IT RIGHT 
The German Stamp Revue (Deutsche Briefmarken Revue) in-
vited readers to choose the most attractive stamp of 2006 from 
those nominated. Of the twenty that were nominated, six were 
from Scandinavian countries: Åland, Denmark, Faeroes Islands, 
Finland, Iceland and Sweden. (Illustrated). Which would you 
choose as your favourite? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERGER BETWEEN POSTEN AB (SWEDEN) & POST 
DENMARK ANNOUNCED 
The two Nordic companies Posten AB (Sweden) and Post Den-
mark, together with CVC Capital Partners have signed a letter 
of intent to merge according a press released this month. The 
purpose is to join forces in the face of growing competition 
from the private sector while maintaining first class mail & 
parcel delivery service in both countries in a rapidly changing 
market. (Continued next column….) 

The combined company will have an annual revenue of SEK 45 
billion and employ over 50,000 staff. The parent company will 
be Swedish and be located in Stockholm, owning 60% of the 
merged company. 
 
Will it affect their postage stamp issuing policy? The traditional 
postal business of each country will continue as national entities 
& organized along specialized business divisions as they do 
now, using the same names as today, the press release said. 
 
MICHEL GOES TOPICAL:-  
 
MICHEL Thematic Catalogue: Birds on European Stamps 
(with CD ROM).  With 416 pages, 3000 colour illustrations, 
approximately 13 000 price quotations.  � 69.00 
This catalogue is a first for MICHEL.  It lists all European bird 
stamps that picture clearly identifiable bird species; stylized and 
heraldic bird designs are excluded.  German, English and Latin 
names are included in the reference lists, with an index of sci-
entific names that lists the numbers of all stamps that depict that 
species. 
MICHEL Thematic Catalogue: Trains of the World (with  
CD-ROM).  With 784 pages, 5000 colour illustrations, ap-
proximately 33 000 price quotations.  � 98.00 
This catalogue lists al worldwide stamps that show train de-
signs; for stamps that are part of sets, only the stamps with train 
designs are catalogued. Looking at the listing for Canada you 
will find, for instance, Unitrade 175 (train in background), Uni-
trade 447 (railway crossing sign), Unitrade 465A (grain eleva-
tors) and Unitrade 1505 (WWII troops advancing along railway 
tracks).  Category lists give MICHEL numbers of all stamps 
that depict that particular train design, e.g. steam locomotives, 
diesel locomotives, railcars, electric locomotives, technical 
equipment and construction. 
 
Other recently-published MICHEL catalogues: 
MICHEL Overseas Catalogue: China 2008. 640 pages, 7000 
illustrations, 40 000 price quotations.  � 49.00. 
An up-to-date catalogue for issues of the People’s Republic of 
China, it now lists First Day Covers. 
MICHEL Overseas Catalogue: North America 2007/2008. 
With 608 pages, 6000 illustrations, over 30 000 price quota-
tions.  � 49.00. 
Concise MICHEL Europe Catalogue.  Lists stamps of all 
countries belonging to the EU or EFTA. 
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NAME (MR/MRS/MS)        
_____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________ 
 
CITY  __ ______________________PROVINCE _____________ 
 
POSTAL CODE _____________ EMAIL___________________ 
 
PHONE ____________________________________________ 
 
COLLECTING INTERESTS ______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 __________  REGULAR @ $35.00 
 
 __________  SENIOR @ $25.00 
   
 __________  JUNIOR / SPOUSE @ $20.00 
 
 ( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE) 
 
IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY  MEMBER 
WHO WOULD LIKE  TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASE PASS THIS APPLI-
CATION FORM ON TO THEM. WE WILL  SUPPLY YOU WITH A 
REPLACEMENT BUFFALO. THANK YOU! 
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