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The biggest annual event of the Winnipeg 
Philatelic Society is about to take place at the 
Viscount Gort Hotel at 1670 Portage Avenue, 
Winnipeg on May 2-4 this weekend. Be there!

STAMPSHOW ‘08 has fifty frames of excit-
ing exhibits on the 2/F Windsor Room, a 
Bourse with seven dealers, BNAPS & SCC 
Free Seminars in the York Room, a Youth 
Group area on the main Lodge Room floor, 
plus the Show Souvenir cover and cancella-
tions. Take your family and friends along! 
 
There are exhibits featuring Winnipeg post-
marks over a period of 80 yrs from 1877; 
Canadian postbands & wrappers, early Den-
mark numeral cancels, WWI Finland censor 
labels, Aden KGVI; Tibet, Afghanistan; Ex-
hibiton & other seals from Germany 1930-37, 
many topical displays including Insects, Sea-
shells, Xmas, Minerals, Flowers, Planes, 
Ships, etc.; Canada semi-officials, booklets & 
ppcs and Ireland definitives 
There are 8 Competitive Class exhibits plus a 
further 2 in the Junior section. 
The Judges this year are Dave Pritchard, Bob-
Stanley, Robert Zacharias and John Salmi. 
 

As can be seen from the Show Cover ( @ $2), 

the Theme of this year’s Show is the 400th An-
niversary of Quebec City, featuring its famous 
landmark Le Chateau Frontenac. Cool! 
  
Alf Brooks has done a splendid job with an 
illustrated article on the Quebec City Anniver-
sary in the free Special Show Programme de-
signed and prepared by Mike Zacharias. 
 
Al Wingate & Sid Kroker were interviewed on 
CJOB on April 30th (10.10 pm) unless pre-
empted by hockey. Good work, guys! 
 
Opening hours of the Show will be from 1.00 
o’clock (Ceremony at 1.30pm) on Friday May 
2nd until 8.00 pm; On Saturday the  doors will 
open from 10.00am to 6.00pm. On Sunday May 
4th from 10.00am to 4.00pm.  
There  is a daily Admission Fee of $2.00 for 
grownups and FREE for kids 16 and under.. 
 
SHAW Cable TV is covering the 1.30 pm 
Opening Ceremony which they will play back 
on Cable 11 over the Show weekend. So 
SMILE, folks!! Alf will also be snapping you 
for the BUFFALO! Enjoy the Show! 
 
Posters and bookmarks are available free of 
charge for members to take away and distribute 
as they see fit, at schools & church notice 
boards, at supermarkets and malls, 7-11 stores, 
etc. Remember to get permission first. Book-
marks may be dropped off at local post offices 
and libraries. Show volunteers are still needed 
to perform security duties, staff the Reception 
Desk, and other useful services. Thanks to all !
______________________________________       
RARE VINETA PROVISIONALS  AT 
SPINKS SHREVES MAY 13-14  (See P.5) 
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RED RIVER  
STAMP BOURSE 

BEST WESTERN  
CHARTERHOUSE HOTEL  

330 YORK AVENUE 

SUNDAY ,M AY 11TH  
10:00AM  - 4:00PM 

FREE ADMISSION! 

Post  Car ds
Buy •  Sel l  •  Tr ade

Cal l  Ken 

(204) 489-2249
kar ds escape.ca

@

@kards@mts.net 

Buffalo Advertising Rates 
  -1/10 page 
(Approximately 2 1/4” x 2 3/4”) @ $30 pa 
Members’ Adlets 
· up to 30 words 
· (average of 5 characters per word) 
· 1 issue—   $1.00 
· 5 issues— $2.00 
      10 issues—$3.00 
Terms of Payment 
· payable to Winnipeg Philatelic Soci-

ety in a single payment at the time of 
the agreement. 

__________________________________ 
 
                      NOTICE 
 
         YOUTH CLUB MEETING 
  
The WPS Youth Club will be meeting on  
Saturday May 10th at 1.00—2.30pm, 
usual place at St Luke’s Anglican Church, 
130 Nassau St N at  Stradbrook,Winnipeg, 
where free parking will be available on the 
north side. 
May 10th -  Last Youth Meeting for the 
current year 
Enquiries: Contact Gerry Babij.                  
(Party and STAMPSHOW’08 Awards 
presentation) 
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Post Cards 
 
 

Call Ken @ 
(204) 489-2249 

kards@mts.net 

Buy Sell Trade 
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Following the establishment of the Red River Settlement 
in Manitoba Territory by Lord Selkirk in the early 19th 
Century, the residents there lived in virtual isolation from 
the outside world because a proper postal system had not 
been put in place yet. 
 
Mail was provided twice a year by the Hudson’s Bay Co  
that enabled the inhabitants to catch up with happenings 
that had taken place some 8 months before. Outgoing 
mail left the Settlement by boat in August & December 
while incoming letters came in June and October the same 
way. This practice continued until 1900. 
 
Meanwhile, progress by the US Postal Dept enabled a 
post office to operate out of Pembina in Minnesota Terri-
tory in 1850 and letters & newspapers started arriving at 
the Settlement. 
 
Before long the Red River Settlement’s first post office 
opened on February 28, 1855 with the appointment of 
Wm Ross as its first postmaster for which he received 5 
pounds per annum operat-
ing out of his own home 
along the Red River at the 
foot of what is today Mar-
ket Avenue. (See photo) 
 
Mail posted there bore the 
penned inscription ”Red 
River/B.N.A.”and was 
taken to Pembina in Dakota 
Territory. A monthly mail 
service was created be-
tween Pembina & the Red 
River, carried by dogsled or 
on horseback and marked ‘Paid 10’ before forwarding to 
its final destination. A letter for the Province of Canada 
(Quebec & Ontario) cost 10 cents apiece but a letter from 
Pembina to Red River or vice versa was posted for only a 
penny. 
 
From a few dozen letters in in the early 1850s the volume 
of mail steadily grew with each passing year. In 1858 the 
Canadian Government authorized the conveyance of 
mails to and from the Red River Settlement via Ft Wil-
liam via 2 lines of mail communication —one through 
America and one through British Territory so that by 
1859 they brought as many as 713 papers & 400 letters.  

The network continued to expand until June 1859 saw the 
arrival of the first steamboat at the Red River Settlement 
amidst much pomp and fanfare. However all was not 
smooth sailing due to hostilities with the Sioux Indians, 

pilfering and accidents, forcing the reintroduction of 
stagecoaches to deliver mail. 

Wm Ross died aged 27 on May 6th 1856 to be replaced  
by his own brother James whose salary was raised to 10 
pounds a year. He built a post office building at his own 
expense for 30 pounds and complained about his poorer 
customers not settling their accounts promptly, if at all. 

James Ross was succeeded by Wm Drever, then Natha-
nial Logan, followed by James Stewart before Ross took 
over the job again as the community’s 5th postmaster in 
July 1859 while also serving as sheriff of Red River. 
 
A G B Bannatyne became the next postmaster after Ross 
was dismissed; he operated the post office on the east side 
of Main and Lombard. On Dec 17 1868, Bannatyne  was 
authorized to make arrangements to carry the mail to 
Portage and to St Norbert where a  new post office was 
established. His superiors were so pleased with him they 
decided to raise his salary to 50 pounds p.a.by June 1869. 
 
Shortly after the Red River Resistance began Louis Riel 
took over the post office in the Settlement, controlling it 

from Xmas Day until Au-
gust 1870. It was only 
when troops arrived from 
East Canada  that Riel fled 
to Upper Ft Garry, crossing 
the Red to St Boniface. 
 
Since 1871 the post office 
was located at the corner of 
Post Office & Rorie Streets 
in the commercial district 
of Winnipeg but it was 
heavily rumoured that Ot-
tawa wanted to remove it 

to a new location on HBC land in Upper Ft Garry, which 
would have greatly inconvenienced the public because of 
the distance involved. A big tug of war began in 1872. 
 
However, Bannatyne was instrumental in persuading the 
authorities to build a new post office close to the existing 
one by donating a parcel of land he owned for this pur-
pose on condition it revert to him if the deal fell through. 
 
The government yielded and the City post office was es-
tablished in a fine white large brick building on Main St 
and Owen (now McDermot) which served as headquarters 
for the Canadian postal service from 1876 to 1883 and 
which also housed the Dominion Government Savings 
Bank. The public was delighted and business flourished. 
 
Later the same site was used for an even larger building 
called the Winnipeg Post Office and Customs Building. 
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provided he could have them in his shop within the hour. The 
mother and son team wasted no time getting there to collect a 
cheque from Mr Lea for a whopping 22 pounds 10s, repre-
senting a profit of 1,125% on their modest outlay! Need I say 
that was an absolute fortune back in those days! But wise Mr 
Lea admitted even then that the price may well fall in the en-
suing days. 
 
John Lea sold the overprinted stamps for 5/- each, or 15 times 
face value and getting plenty of takers later that day. There 
was wide media coverage at the time both locally and interna-
tionally of the prevailing mass hysteria surrounding the issue. 
 
Within 3 days, however, the bubble burst when it became 
apparent that speculators were controlling the market and few 
of the stamps were being actually used as postage.  
 
Within 7 days the price had fallen to 2/6 as panicked hoarders 
tried to unload their bloated stock and 30 days later the com-
memoratives were down to only 1/- each as interest waned. 
 
Shortly after the market collapsed further as dealers were of-
fering to sell for between 6d to 9d each but there were few 
takers, proving indeed that what goes up can come down with 
a resounding thud! 
 
Had the Post Office overprinted the whole set, would the de-
mand have been so great, I wonder? Or if it had overprinted  
only the 1/3 instead of the 4d, would that have been better? 
 
What are your views and maybe you have a tale to tell of your 
own regarding that heady time when this British victory 
stamp took a nation by storm. Let’s hear from you soon by 
emailing me the Editor at : axelkolsson@gmail.com. Thanks! 
 
_________________________________________________ 
HOW TO TACKLE RUST OR FOXING IN STAMPS 
 
To paraphrase an article by Glen Stephens in STAMP NEWS 
rust and toning are sadly a fact of life in our humid climate 
unless stamps are well-ventilated, housed in the best quality 
albums or stockbooks we can afford, and most importantly, 
stored carefully, in proximity to silica gel crystals, or even 
better still, kept in controlled air-conditioned surroundings. 
 
Stamps kept undisturbed in wardrobes, cupboards, cartons or 
attics and basements WILL become afflicted with rust just as 
sure as the Sun rises in the East, and  rust has ruined millions 
of stamps in our humid climate every year. Be warned! 
 
Rust/foxing/oxidation/toning in stamps is like cancer in hu-
mans. Starting as a tiny speck and if left unchecked will grow 
and spread with rapid and catastrophic consequences. And 
like all fungus and mould cultures, rust WILL spread if left 
undisturbed, through dozens of album pages very quickly. 
 
You should take steps to remove such infected material off 
your premises immediately and disposing of the affected 
stamps”as is”. Never bleach or treat foxed stamps with quack 
chemicals as not one has ever worked! And neither does Baby 
Powder either. Silica gel crystals are the best weapon by far! 

“ENGLAND WINNERS” !— RECALLING AUGUST 1966 
 
Soccer fever was rife back in the Sixties when the World Cup 
Finals were held in Britain during June, 1966. 
 
The British Post Office had already issued a trio of ordinary- 
looking commemorative stamps to mark the first time the Finals 
had been held in the country and these were eagerly snapped up 
by collectors and sports enthusiasts alike. The 4d was in vertical 
format while the 6d and 1/3 were horizontal.  
 
Besides the staggering 130 million 4d stamps printed on ordi-
nary paper, another 16.4 million stamps were ordered on phos-
phor-coated paper for use with automatic letter-facing machines 
in those areas where the machines had been introduced. 
 
A total of 20 million 6d stamps and 9 million of the 1/3 were 
also printed, so that there was never any difficulty finding a set 
with either paper, even today. 
 
After 3 weeks of soccer, interest grew to fever pitch when Por-
tugal beat N.Korea 5-3 after the Koreans had taken a 3 goal 
lead, all thanks to that great Portuguese player Eusebio. 
 
Then an Argentinian was sent off in the semi-Final match 
against England. The tension continued to build. 
 
Wembley Stadium became the pinnacle of British soccer before 
a capacity crowd of 100,000 when England won a riveting Final 
in extra time after the W Germans had equalized in the final 
seconds of the second half of normal playing time on that fate-
ful day on July 30,1966. 
 
The next day Britain glowed with national pride, and the British 
Post Office to add to the excitement said it would apply a spe-
cial overprint “ENGLAND/ WINNERS” in black on the 4d 
denomination of that soccer set  to mark the historic occasion. 
 
Although 12 million 4d stamps were available to the public in a 
mere 18 days’ time, the public went crazy for them and snapped 
them up in next to no time with all the publicity and growing 
anticipation for the issue. 
 
When the stamps went on sale at Trafalgar Square Post Office 
soon after midnight, because there were no restrictions as to 
how many people could buy, the entire stock there changed 
hands within half an hour! 
 
The overprinted stamps were available only in England but not 
Scotland & Wales, while reduced stocks were also put on sale 
in the Channel Islands, IOM and the London Philatelic Bureau 
that failed to satisfy the hungry fans and frantic collectors. 
 
One enterprising collector only 15 yrs old at the time went 
around each post office and outlet in Manchester with his 
mother and cleaned out every one but managed to get only 120 
stamps for a total of 4 pounds stg by 11 am on the day of issue. 
 
They then  contacted local dealers to see if they were interested 
and sure enough they were, since many had been unable to get a 
single one. While some were happy to offer double face, Man-
chester’s largest dealer, John Lea offered 3s 9d each  (Cont’d ) 
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  GIBBONS OFFERS A WIDE RANGE OF CURRENT-

STAMP CATALOGUES 
 
The 2008 SG SIMPLIFIED STAMPS OF THE WORLD lists a 
total of 474,000 stamps including S/S in 5 volumes priced @ 
stg 175. ( I still remember when it was in a single volume!! ) 
 
The Comprehensive AUSTRALIA One Country Catalogue 
2008 published last November includes Australian States, 
C’wealth, Occupation Force (Jap) Ovpt, AAT Territories,etc @ 
stg 20 pounds. 
 
The SG COMMONWEALTH & BRITISH EMPIRE Catalogue 
for 2008 that now includes C’w issues up to 1970 is priced @ 
stg 70 pounds. 
 
The 8th Ed of SG for GERMANY (Pt 7) in colour published 
last December reports thousands of price changes in this one of 
the most popular stamp collecting areas. It even incl the Ger-
man Occupation of the British Channel Is.@ stg. 30 pounds. 
 
The One Country SG Catalogue for HONG KONG 2008 pub-
lished last December is available @ stg 10 pounds. It covers 
virtually the works from 1862 to 2007 incl post 1997 issues, 
BOB, Jap Occupation ovpts & Treaty Port cancels. 
 
( One thing I can say for SG is that when they say their cata-
logues are for that year they really mean it, unlike SCOTT, 
which have probably started turning out their 2009 catalogues 
already! ) 
————————————————————————— 
BILESKI GOES BUST ! 
 
We were very saddened to learn from member Bob Elias that 
long time Winnipeg stamp dealer K. Bileski’s business is com-
ing to an end with the imminent auction of  the balance of the 
late owner’s stock in June 2008 by Maresch. 
Bob said that Maresch will send free copies of the colour cata-
logue on request. 
 
While I don’t know enough about Bileski to say too much about 
him here, perhaps someone like Terry Shestko can fill in the 
gaps next time. 
 
We all know Bileski’s name is synonymous with the famous 5c 
Canada  St Lawrence Seaway Inverted Centre which I under-
stand he discovered and obtained a sizeable chunk of. We saw a 
frame full of those # 387a Inverts at the Winnipeg 2000 Royal 
Show (Cat @ US$15,000 each many years ago) 
 
And many of us witnessed Bileski at the Winnipeg 2000 Royal 
which he attended and made a lengthy admirable speech on his 
feet despite his advanced age after receiving an honour or 
award. He passed away soon after that. We’ll all miss him. 
 
No doubt the era of being able to visit a dealer in his shop is 
fast coming to an end with the proliferation of the Internet. 

PHILATELIC HUMOUR 
 
1.Father reading the newspaper comments to his teenage son:        
“Can you imagine that?? 52c to mail a domestic First Class 
Letter (in Canada)! 
Son at his laptop replies: “What’s a First Class Letter, Dad?” 
 
2. Junior Collector: ”So the object is to steadily increase the 
amount of stamp collecting to the limit you can endure…” 
Veteran collector:”Exactly. And when you’re good at it, it’s 
really miserable!”  
 
3. Scruffy, weird-looking man at Post Office counter with a big 
parcel speaking to postal clerk : “I used LOTS and LOTS of 
duct tape because I don’t want what’s inside to get out!” 
___________________________________________________ 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
For years Canadians have been wondering about the looney 
regaining parity with the greenback one day, but now that it has 
gone beyond that, why are we paying 52c to mail a letter when 
the Americans pay only 41c? Shouldn’t it be the other way 
round? 
___________________________________________________ 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH & W.EUROPE RARITIES 
 
Our thanks to Rick Penko for the news that  SPINK SHREVES 
GALLERIES is handling the task of disposing of the Sovereign 
Collection of outstanding British C’wealth & Western Euro-
pean rarities, including many unique items in superb condition, 
too many to name; but one that stands out are THREE examples 
of the very RARE Vineta Provisionals (2 mint & 1 used on pc 
(Sovereign lots 613-15) being the 5 Pfennig Germania stamp 
bisected & surch with a 3 Pf in violet, used only on the German 
ship Vineta docked in New Orleans to enable passengers to 
send newspapers home! Rick was very impressed to find more 
than one in a collection and he’s not easily fazed! The com-
bined presale estimate for the trio is US$37,250. 
 
The Sale is to take place on May 13-14th 2008 and all the pro-
ceeds will go towards the Smithsonian National Postal Museum  
from the owner who wishes to remain anonymous. 
 
You can watch a 4-minute video of the mouthwatering Collec-
tion at www.shreves.com/sovereign/. 
___________________________________________________ 

AND WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF NATIONAL 
POSTAL MUSEUMS…..   

 
Twenty years ago at the Old Bailey in London, the former Cu-
rator of the British National Postal Museum, W. Raife Wellsted 
was jailed for 2 years after pleading guilty to 4 charges of steal-
ing rare archival material & stamps left under his care and put-
ting them up for sale supposedly to help finance his wife 
Hillary’s lavish lifestyle.  
 
A former Fellow of the RPSL, Wellsted’s arrest sent shock 
waves throughout London, Europe and as far away as Hong 
Kong where he was well-known for his research publications as 
well as for being a Member of the HK Study Circle in London. 
He was also forced to resign as President of the FIP Postal His-
tory Commission two years earlier. 
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NAME (MR/MRS/MS)        
_____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________ 
 
CITY  __ ______________________PROVINCE _____________ 
 
POSTAL CODE _____________ PHONE___________________ 
 
EMAIL ADD.______________________________________ 
 
COLLECTING INTERESTS ______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 __________  REGULAR @ $35.00 
 
 __________  SENIOR @ $25.00 
   
 __________  JUNIOR / SPOUSE @ $20.00 
 
 ( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE) 
 
IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY  MEMBER 
WHO WOULD LIKE  TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASE PASS THIS APPLI-
CATION FORM ON TO THEM. WE WILL  SUPPLY YOU WITH A 
REPLACEMENT BUFFALO. THANK YOU! 
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direction as this text 
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