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STAMP COLLECTING

Varieties Unleashed
by Robin Harris Canada Post’ s new issues are
added to the catalogue generally at the
Alf Brooks sent me an e-mail in time the stamps are issued. It takes almost
mid August asking if | would supply a ahaf an hour to add anew stamp issueto i y 5
monthly column on Canadian stampsfor The the catalogue. This includes scanning the , 2
Buffalo... “with pleasure”, | responded, “if stamp, “tweaking” the image, checking the ¥ SOCIETY
you can supply me with atopic, even better”.  Canada Post information in their Details
Sometimes coming up with just theright topic magazine, perfing the stamp, etc., etc., etc.
isthe hardest part of putting an article
together. The Unitrade catal ogue uses the
established Scott Numbering System. For
| wear many hatsin the philatelic  this past year | wasin contact with Scott

community (listed here in no particular Publishing on severa occasions about
order): editor of the Corgi Times, a bi- various numbering “issues’. One of these
monthly newsletter of the Elizabethan 11 calsincluded complaining about the re-
Study Group (with amailing of about 140 numbering that Scott did on the definitives
copies of which at least seven are WPS in the number range of 1681 to 1714B. The
members); webmaster of The Royal Philatelic complaining didn’t help - it was adone
Society of Canada (www.rpsc.org); member  deal already. | was also in contact with

of the Canada Post Stamp Advisory Scott shortly after the 3c Lacewing insect
Committee; editor of the Unitrade definitive was reported to me with the

Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps  shifted inscription error on four stamps,
author of several specialized catalogues of asking Scott to assign a number to the
modern Canadian stamps; developer of a variety - which they promptly did! Two
website devoted to Canadian stampsandthe  other calls | had with Scott dealt with the
Great Britain Machins (www.adminware.ca). “flipped” Lighthouse image number
assignment and the unique Quebec 400th
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For this article, | will wear the anniversary stamp that
Unitrade” hat. THE UMITRADE SPECIALIZED ‘(’é?z )p/gstsgtg.}:ﬁ;?gce
The 2009 Unitrade C ATA L 0 G U E stamp yet - it costs
Specialized Catalogue of C"_F CANADIAN STAMPBS | o o9 {rom Canada
Canadian Stampsis now rrmmmm———— | post in Antigonish?).
complete (Aug 20th) and at ' e ] [@ o] | Last but not least, |
the printers. Thiswasthe PG -‘,3‘ called Scott a couple of
fourth edition | have had the 'fi-' - times as the catalogue
privilege to edit. It is hoped/ . ~ =51 | wasnearing completion
expected that the catalogue EhnAoRs E 5 .ﬁ] '::i to get numbers for the
will be available for sale from i‘ﬁ!ﬂ' |atest stamp issues. |
your local stamp dealer by msamad | Was able to get
the end of October. Hereisa numbers up to and T p——
B monanestike | 2009 EDITEON APRAel  \INNIPEG PHILATEL IC SOCIETY
" U Western Canadas Oldest Stamp Club
(Scott must havethe Website: www.wps.mb.ca
Shortly after the stamps in hand before
catal ogue begins shipping the e-mails start they assign a number). INSIDE THIS ISSUE
arriving. These are almost always of the “here For the last couple of years| Robin Harris and Unitrade 2009
is another mistake” type. Although | wish have wanted to add Canada’ s Christmas Member's Adlets 2
there were no mistakes in the catalogue, these Seals to the catalogue. It turns out that this Editor Notes 3
types of e-mails are welcome in that the year isthe 100th anniversary of these items Articles 4,5
mistake(s) isimmediately corrected and one  in Canada. | wasin contact with Andrew Minutes,Application form 6
less problem to worry about for the next (continued on page 3)
catalogue. Surely there cannot be any more September / The Buffalo

mistakes to be found!



WINNIPEG Sept 4 M eeting and Auction POSt Cards
PHI LATE(I;(Il%SSOCI ETY Sept 18 Business Meeting I
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 271 Presentation: Dick Johnson - Buy « Sell » Trade
R.P.S.C. Chapter 86 A P.S. Chapter 813 "Postage Dues, or How Peo- Call Ken @
ple Try to Do the Post Office
iy BOARDOF DIRECTORS and What the Post Office (204) 489-2249
UL .
1st Vice-President Al Wingate Did About It KaI’dS@mtsnet
2nd Vice-President Bill Pooley
Past President Bob Stanley Oct 2 Meeting and Auction
Directors-a-Large (08) Len Kruczynski Home Visita Offiee Visits
Forbes Sharpe Oct 16 Business Meeting. Presenta- Service at YOUR PLAGE of conwenience
(09) Ken Kritjanson tion: "The Very First WPS vour “MOBILE LAW OFFICE™
Treasurer Mike Zacharias Olympic Games' Wm. B.K. Pocley B LLB.
Recording Secretary  Judy Lipsey wﬁ:?;;“;:zgﬁ-‘?‘é:';m
Membership Secretary Don Fraser Nov 6 Meeting and auction ,&; 783.1632 @,
B j Larayser, Matary Poblic
Auctioneers buty O::ZLCKE;RU;SDH Nov20 Bus neSS_M eeting Dayz Evening and Weekend Appaintments Availabie
Sd Kroker Presentation: Gord
Buffalo Editor Alf Brooks Turnbull - "The Edward VI m
Buffalo RJt_ﬂ!Shef_ M?ke Blandg Book|e‘[s; Are They Rea”y
Buffalo Mailing List Mike Zacharias Real?'
Buffalo Mailing Ron Dewit : Eince 1854
Librarian Robert Zacharias - - - David E. Pritchard
Programme Chairman  Bill Pooley Dec4  Meeting. Charity Auction T e
Exhibition Chairman Al Wingate
Property Manager Vacant 423 SHERBRODK STR ® WINNIPEG ME EIATM
Sdles Circuit Managers  Len Kruczynski ] ] ELEPHOME *M4-T74-T474 FAX 20kl THL.E
Forbes Sharpe NB: The first meetings of each month dviimaiel.c i
N Gerry Babij are normally reserved for auctions. The =N
ame Badges . —
second meetings of each month are
Annual Dues Payabl -
JTF;J?S E;Csh $>é6r:e reserved for formal programs. Buffalo Advertising Rates
Regular- $35.00 Senior- $25.00 -1/10 page
Spouset- $20.00 Junior- $15.00 Check out our WPS WEBSITE: (Approximately 2 1/4” x 2 3/4") @ $30 pa
T A spouse of amember may becone a member with all WWW.WPS.MB.CA Members Adlets
therights, privileges and responsibilities of member-
<hip, b dos o receive The Bulfalo. DOWNLOAD WPS AUCTION © upto30words
Admiss A'gplication fged JulytoTA{)arIiI LOT DESCRIPTION SHEETS - Faverageof 5 characters per word)
mission ree ues Ol .
Regular  $200  $3500  $37.00 TALLY SHEETS © lissue—$100
Senior  $2.00 $25.00  $27.00 - 5issues—$2.00
Others  $2.00 $20.00  $22.00 . 10issues—$3.00
Application filed April, May, June Termsof Payment
g;gulaf g-gg gg-gg gg-gg* ] - payableto Winnipeg Philatelic
[folg " 5 . H . . . .
Ohe's  $200  $2500  $27.00° HF Coin & Stamp Supplies P society in asingle payment at thetime
* includes dues for following year i3 Mchaster St Josef CQuast of the agreement.
LIFEMEMBERSHIPS. ... $350.00 Thunder Bay, ON Tel.: (BOTM475-3505
RENEWALS | Canada, P7C 5N1 Fax: (807)475-7938
Lapwd memberships or late renewals Member of the Canadian Stamp Dealers Association NOTICE
(paid after November 30th of each year) TR o o O
are charged a $1.00 reinstatement fee i e iapaients e T (U - b YOUTH CLUB MEETING
All new applicants must undergo a 60-day
orientation before receiving full membershi . .
privileges. 9 P The WPS Y outh Club will be meeting on
The Buffalo is published monthly except Saturdays at the usual p|ace
in July and August. Deadline for article ) ;
submissions and advertising copy is the F REE ADM | SSI ONI St Luke's Anglican Church,
15th of each month preceding the month 130 Nassau St N at Stradbrook
of issue. Winnipeg, MB
free parking available on
RED RIVER the north side.
STAMP BOURSE Enter via North Side Entrance
BEST WESTERN M een ng from 1pm to 2:30pm
CHARTERHOUSE HOTEL Meeting Dates
330 YORK AVENUE Sept. 27 Oct. 11 Oct. 25 Nov. 8
SUNDAY,Sept 7 gg;]’taifsgg 6.
10:00aM - 4:00Pwv Gerry Babij @ 736-4276 or

John Salmi @ 895-2781
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(Continued from page 1)

Chung who just happens to be publishing, with a couple of other
collectors, a specialized catalogue of National Christmas Sealsthis
fall. He furnished me with scans of all of the seals, along with abasic
pricelist. Asaresult, thislisting, with al of the sealsillustrated, will
appear in the 2009 catal ogue for the very first time.

Another issue that was raised over the past several months
from several different people was how to handle the XF material that
isreceiving extraordinary prices. Thiskind of classic materia is very
scarce and can attract very high prices from the discerning collector.
One thought was to add a new column for “XF” (both mint and used)
on the classic issues - this was not really feasible for a couple of
reasons. Plan “B” was to add an XF percentage premium at the
beginning of various sets but this too had a couple of problems
associated with it. In the end, | decided to add two new pages to the
introduction that illustrates and describes several “gem” stamps that
sold over the past year or so at auction for double the catalogue price.
Thiswill show collectors what this kind of material can command ...
if you have both the interest and, more importantly, the money for it.

The last three weeks before the catal ogue needs to be
completed are the most hectic, so to speak. The pricing information
comes in from various deal ers across the country about the first week
of August. It took about 13 hours over a couple of daysto update the
specific pricing that was received for this edition. | spread out the
submissions from all of the sources across a couple of desks and turn
each page from each source at one time, work on the pricing for that
page, then turn to the next page of the catalogue, viewing each source
for any suggestions. My fingers are crossed that | didn’'t change a
price from say $3.00 to $35 instead of $3.50 (don’t laugh, it happens
about twice each year).

For those in the computer world, the catalogue is produced
using the Adobe InDesign program. It consists of some 26 parts/files.
When the catalogue is completed, Adobe PDF files are generated for
each part to be sent to the printer. These totd nearly 1.2Gb of data.
Thisis uploaded over the internet to the printer. It took about 14
hours with my rural, 7-mile wireless *high speed’ connection to
upload all of thefiles. | will not see any proofs, only the final printed
product aong with each of you in late October/early November. The
people at Unitrade Associates (the actual publishers and distributors
of the catalogue) in Toronto will see a proof, but not I.

The 2009 edition has 24 more pages (atotal of 632 now)
but is still priced at $42.95 - the price has not increased since | took
over, but we have now added “tons” of new information and
hundreds of pictures with probably 75+ new pages added (after
careful formatting) over that time.

By the way, the most complimentsthat | hear about the
catalogue have to do with the cover design. That is the one part of the
catalogue | have no involvement with! Keep those compliments
coming.

It continues to be areal joy to edit the Unitrade catalogue.
| look forward to starting the 2010 catalogue! There are still severa
items on my “wish list”, some of which have been there since | took
over as editor some four years ago.

= Editor Notes b Alf Brooks

Y es, me again. Once again you can see my name as
editor of The Buffalo. Axel is unable to continue for
this year (and thanks for your work, Axel), so,
because | believe that the WPS needs its Buffalo |
decided on a comeback. This will be in partnership
with Mike Blande, who will do the publishing, the
“putting it all together.” And, as you have heard me
say before, and will likely hear again, the other
partners in this endeavour are all members of WPS.
Please do not be shy, submit an article on one of
your philatelic interests for the members to see.
Robin Harris has contributed the article telling us of
the Unitrade catalogue, and promises to write on
Canadian collecting each month.

An interesting website is http://www.japhila.cz/hof/
A “Virtual International Philatelic Exhibition.” An
exhibit of local interest is “ The Canadian Pacific
Railway, Railway Postoffice Postmarks used in
Southern Manitoba, The 'Glenboro Line.” And there
are many more, many countries, many languages.
Thinking of exhibiting? Have a look.

From Mike Zacharias: The auctions will continue
but will not be open to the public. In the past we
generaly have only 4-5 "visitors' from outside the
club. Some of them have become members, soitisa
great way to advertise for the club, but since the
auctioneer license is no longer pro-rated (i.e. we paid
$17/ auction). We must now purchase an annual
license for $395, so it does not pay to go "public".
On the positive side, we save $100/ auctionin
advertising costs and keep our $2 000 bond which

@ 3% interest generates an additional $60/year.

From Judy Lipsey:Number 58 of 59 household
hints at the back of a cookbook, 1970'sera: "You
can get by without stamps too, for in town
mailings. Reverse the position for your friends
address and your own return address and omit the
stamp. The mailman will return your letter to your
friend for postage. Next, a big paddy-wagon will
drive up and take you away to the federal pokey, for
defrauding the mails. Thus you have saved five
cents, plus board and room for the next twenty
years'.
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Rantings from Russ
By Russ Thompson

~ Well, it finally happened! Y our president has gotten off his
* duff, pushed hislaziness aside, and written an article for The
Buffalo. It wasn’'t, however, that my philatelic duty, or even a
large dose of guilt, got me going. No, it was the phone call
from our new (old) editor, Alf Brooks, that did it.
Alf came at me like that famous “Uncle Sani recruiting
poster —“I WANT YOU,” he said, “to do an article for The
Buffalo!” Feeling meek and vulnerable at that moment, |
whimpered “Yes, sir,” and, so, hereitis. And hedidn’'t want it
for December or January; no, he wanted it right now, for
=21 September! At least heleft the topic open, so I'm apt to ramble
{ abitwhen| get going.
So, what’ s been happening, philatelically, over the last few
months? For some of you probably not much, as quite afew do
little with their stamps over the summer. Others, however, keep
the albums active all thetime. I’ ve been working on US defins
this summer, sorting, perfing, and filling in holes from the past
ten or so years. It's daunting work, aggravating, heaven knows
time-consuming, but satisfying when apageisfinally filled.
Only those who deal with British Machins or the Canadian
Centennials, with their interminable papers and tagging, can
reach the same level of frustration!
And whilewe're on the US bandwagon, | see that another
“inverted Jenny” soldfor the mere sum of $825,000! There
always seemsto be an “inverted Jenny” on sale somewhere.
Maybe it’ sthe same one selling over and over. So, if expensive
stamps are all over the place all thetime, why can’t | find all
the cheapies | need, the ones Scott lists at 20 cents each? One
of those great mysteries, | guess.
And why can’'t | find Canada mint 1375; or 1376ii, the “copper
glow” variety of the $1 Y orkton courthouse and the $2 Truro
normal school? They catalogue at only $10-$35 each, but |
have scoured the dealers coast to coast with no luck! Several
have said to me they have no interest in stocking varieties;
that’sapity, asit lessens the scope for an interesting collection.
. . . | noticed lately, too, that the design for the US 2008 “Love’
grew from five Sm_a” d'sm_CtS in stamps was created by (horrors) a CANADIAN, Paul Zwolak
the Northern Isles in the middle 1 of Victoria. Will there be a“hue and cry” from the south of the
of the 19th century. Thisyear a - border when the fact sinksin, as there was a few years ago
stamp has been issued to mark ‘& when the great shame of US stamps being printed in Canada
the amalgamation of the digtricts ih.._”‘ﬂ“’}. was discovered? Guesswe'll have to wait and see.
. c e ; " And last, but not least, we were pleased to see Rick Penko back
into the Islands” main fishing lmumruL for ashort visit this summer. A number of Club members got
port. together with Rick for some banter and refreshments amid his
hectic schedule. It soundsasif he’senjoying Dallas and his
new job maybe too much. Yes, folks, we may have lost him, at
least aslong as his “green card” status holds out.
That’sit for now from the prez. Y ou know, thiswasn’t atough
job at all, after | got past the first few sentences. So, if some of
you get an “| want you” call from Alf don't say — Sorry, wrong
number,”-just meekly say “Yessir” and contribute a few lines
for our Buffalo. It will be appreciated by all of us.

Here we go again! US
Post will issue a Y ear of
the Ox stamp in 2009
featuring alion
costume.
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Many of you know the
answer: What is the best-
selling commemorative
stamp of al time? The USA
Elvis Predey. And how
many sold? 517 million

The Europa theme this year
is Letter Writing. The issue
of Austriais pictured. Does
anyone write like this
today?

Klaksvik in the Fazoe |dands
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MICHEL Reviews
By Alf Brooks

German Specialized
Catalogue 2008 Vol .1 (1849-
April 1945). 1040 pages, over
90 000 price quotations.
€66.00
German Specialized
Catalogue 2008 Vol .2 (from
M ay 1945). 1280 pages, over
110 000 price quotations.
€66.00
These two volumes give the
collector of German stamps all
the information that is needed. Major revisionsfor thisyear:
German occupation issues of 1914-1918
German Reich semi-official airmails
German Foreign Post Offices and Colonies
American and British Allied Occupation issues
Significant price changesin:
Old German states of Bremen and Helgoland
German Locals and Allied Occupation issues
German Republic coil issues

DEUTSCHLAND-SPEZIAL 2008

s Bl 1045

MICHEL Germany Catalogue 2008/2009 with CD-ROM
M| CHEL softeasy.
1104 pages €36.00
Price increases for Upper Silesia, postage dues of
Gdansk, Bohemia and Moravia, General Government
and Second World War Occupation issues
Price reductions of CEPT issues.

MICHEL Austria Specialized 2008. 488 pages, over 32 000
price quotations. €46.00
Improvements for this edition:
Postal stationery with imprinted stamps included for
the first time, 80 pages
The non-issued Dalai Lame stamp of 2005 included
Newly-detected varieties of the Dollfuss stamp of
1934
Prices are generally stable, with increases for miniature sheets
of 1990 on. Significant price increases are noted for clearly
postmarked stamps and lettersmailed for non-philatelic
purposes.

MICHEL Switzerland/Liechtenstein Specialized 2008 .
488 pages about 37 000 price quotations. €46.00
The addition of 70 pages listing the postal stationeries
of the two countries
Swiss airmail and official stamps have gained in
value
Priceincreases for League of Nations and ILO,
especially on cover
Swiss Pro-Juventute issues show an upward trend for
prices
Liechtenstein prices have generally remained stable

Other recent MICHEL publications:
South-West Europe 2008
Southern Europe 2007
Overseas (Japan, Korea, Mongolia)
Overseas (Middle America) 2008/2009

Dear Phil,

Just how stupid do governments think stamp collectors
are? | quote part of arecent press release:

“The tiny Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan will celebrate
100 years of its hereditary monarchy;...Bhutan Postal
Corporation, in conjunction with Creative Products
International, ... has chosen to produce a unique first-of -
a-kind CD-ROM stamp that will deliver in sight and
sound the message of this country’ s most historic year.”
The “stamp” is about five inches square and isa CD-
ROM with information about Bhutan and this
anniversary.

Sure, you can tick it on alarge
envelope, but it is not a postage
stamp where | come from. This
isa“souvenir” to rip off stamp
collectors!

lsn't this stupid?

Are stamp collectors stupid
enough to buy this
abomination?

Disgusted!

Dear Disgusted,
Yes.
Yes, a least enough of them.

Phil
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MINUTES OF THE
WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Last meeting was informal
Ergo minutes not available

Hot off the news wires

A new variety of the Newfoundland #43 has been submitted for
verification. Only one copy seemsto be in existence. When
questioned about other copies that may exist the postmaster
general said it was noted in the records that the image on the
stamp was that “only amother could love” and all other copies
were destroyed before they were sent out to the general public
and the single stamp was retained by aMrs. Kristjanson. The
expected catalogue price for thisvery rare variety is expected to
belisted at $0.02 as it is expected demand for this stamp will
not exceed supply.
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

IN THE

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY

NAME
ADDRESS
CITy

POSTAL CODE
EMAIL
PHONE
COLLECTING INTERESTS

PROVINCE

REGULAR @ $35.00
SENIOR @ $25.00
JUNIOR/ SPOUSE @ $20.00

( ADD A ONE-TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE)

IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND, ACQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY
MEMBER WHO WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR CLUB, PLEASE
PASS THIS APPLICATION FORM ON TO THEM. WE WILL

SUPPLY YOU WITH A REPLACEMENT BUFFALO.
THANK YOU!
WELLCOME!

1X31 SIYl se uolldalip

awres ul |age| Buljrew aoe|d
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